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Why This Plan Matters

G R A N T  R E A D I N E S S

Positions the Village to respond 

quickly to funding opportunities as 

they arise

W A T E R FR O N T  V I S I O N

153 survey responses and 2 open 

houses shaped every detail of this 

plan

1 0 - 1 5  Y E A R  R O A D M A P

A piece-by-piece approach over 

several years, guided by community 

priorities



N A K U S P  W A T E R F R O N T  V I S I O N

"10 years from now, Nakusp's waterfront remains a 

serene, accessible, and beautifully maintained space 

— where gardens thrive, history is honoured, and 

people of all ages and abilities gather to walk, 

connect, celebrate, and reflect."

This plan carefully integrates community feedback — you'll 

see it in the details.

153 survey responses  •  2 open houses  •  ~10% of population



What We Heard
Community feedback directly shaped the plan's priorities

01 Gathering & Social Spaces

Covered amenities for year-round use, fire pits, 

picnic areas, wedding/event space (24% want 

gazebo)

02 Better Accessibility

Ramped lake access (#1 priority at 68%), 

accessible pathways, barrier-free connections to 

downtown

03 Marina Improvements

61% support rebuilding with grants; 73% want 

accessible dock infrastructure; 52% want 

kayak/canoe launch

04 Maintenance & Landscaping

Preserve beloved gardens, upgrade aging stairs 

& pathways, improve drainage & stormwater 

management



Integrated Planning
This plan doesn't stand alone — it's carefully woven into Nakusp's broader planning framework

Active Transportation 
Plan

Trail connections, pedestrian and 

cycling linkages integrated 

throughout the waterfront design

Signage & Wayfinding 
Plan

Coordinated wayfinding, interpretive 

signage, and heritage markers 

aligned across both plans

Official Community 
Plan

Design guidelines, land use policies, 

and community goals aligned with 

OCP direction

The Waterfront Master Plan coordinates with these plans to ensure consistent direction for the Village.



Master Plan Concept



Gravel Beach /
Garden Areas

Preserved gardens, wedding 

platform, viewing deck, 

washroom at 6th Ave

Four Character Districts
Each with its own identity, connected by a continuous waterfront experience

West End /

Beach

Sandy beach, fire pits, BBQ 

areas, new washroom with 

changeroom, platform swings

Central

Waterfront

Promenade, lounging greens, 

rain gardens, wider stairs

Marina &

East End

Rebuilt marina, washroom, 

boat rental, Powell Creek 

daylighting, parking



W E S T  E N D  /  B E A C H

Active Recreation & 
Family

• New washroom with changerooms & outdoor 

showers

• Fire pit zone with alternating green spaces

• BBQ areas for family picnics & gatherings

• New lower walkway along the beach

• Platform swings at Sunset Point



G R A V E L  B E A C H  /  G A R D E N  A R E A S

Accessible Beach, 
Gardens, & Gathering

• Mobi-Mats for barrier-free water access

• Japanese Garden fully preserved

• Covered viewing deck at the Japanese Garden

• Garden wedding platform at 6th Avenue

• New washroom building near 6th Avenue



C E N T R A L  W A T E R F R O N T

Promenade, Greens & 
Gathering

• Waterfront promenade & memorial benches 

preserved

• Low-maintenance fescue lounging greens

• Wider stairs with handrails at multiple locations

• Spicer Gardens preserved

• Opportunity for art below high-water level

• Covered dining cantilever platforms

• Covered stairs in select locations

• Rain gardens & stormwater catchment at street 

access points



M A R I N A  A R E A

Revitalized Marina & East 
End

• Redesigned parking for vehicles & trailers

• New washroom, boat rental & info centre

• Covered picnic areas

• Small community plaza

• Gateway entrance to the marina boardwalk

• Refurbished marina boardwalk & docking area

• Waterdeck with swimming access & ladders

• Powell Creek daylighting (funding-dependent)

• Potential boat washing station for invasive species



Accessibility for All

Water access ramps  •  Mobi-mats for beach access  •  Wider stairs with handrails  •  Barrier-free pathways

Community's #1 priority: accessible water access ramp (rated highest improvement by 68% of respondents)



Implementation Phasing
8 phases over 10–15 years  |  Total estimated cost: ~$6.9M (incl. contingency & taxes)

Phase Description Est. Cost

1 East End & New Washroom Building $1,215,577

2 New Pathways on Western Edge $385,243

3 New Washrooms & Wedding Pavilion $1,045,367

4 Western Beach & Amenities $495,477

5 Water Access Stair Improvements $236,055

6 Sloping Greens & Retaining Wall $2,944,206

7 Stormwater Capture & Stair Coverings $236,153

8 New Dock / Marina Deck $378,333

The phasing order is a recommended sequence — phases can be re-ordered as funding opportunities arise or as 

community priorities dictate.



Potential Phasing



Grant Readiness & Next Steps

This plan positions the Village for 

grant funding

• PacifiCan CEDD (tourism infrastructure)

• Columbia Basin Trust grants

• BC Active Transportation grants

• CCBF Strategic Priorities Fund (up to $7M)

• FCM Green Municipal Fund

• Enabling Accessibility Fund

• Community fundraising & partnerships

Cost Estimates

~$6.9M total estimated cost including GST, PST, and 

15% contingency.

Cost Management Strategies

• Phased over 10–15 years to spread costs

• Scalable elements (fire pits, swings, etc.)

• Partnership & community fundraising

• Costs refined through detailed design

• Flexible sequencing based on funding



The Journey Begins Now

Enhancing what makes the waterfront special today

while charting a course for generations to come.

Village of Nakusp  •  Waterfront Master Plan  •  2026
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